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Introduction:
Ever wonder what makes Walt Disney World such a “magical” place? A place more than 40 million people visit every year? Our guest Lou Mongello, author of “The Walt Disney World Trivia Book,” has visited Disney World almost 50 times since his first visit at the age of three, and he’s learned all he can about what goes on “behind-the scenes” to make it so special. 

Q. Lou, what prompted you to write “The Walt Disney World Trivia Book”?

A. I’ve been fascinated by Walt Disney World since my first visit in November 1971, just a month after the park opened. On every visit since, I’ve tried to find out more about what goes on behind the scenes to make the magic really happen. The more I’ve learned, the more magical Disney World has become for me. A few years ago, I decided I wanted to do something with all the “useless knowledge” I’d accumulated. So I decided to write a book with hundreds of questions and answers about Disney World’s secrets, history, and the little details that make it so special.

Q. Why questions and answers?

A. I wanted it to be fun. I didn’t want it to be like a textbook that you have to read from beginning to end. I wanted readers to be able to pick it up anytime and flip to any page at random to test their Disney World knowledge and be delighted with new facts and secrets. I always leave Disney World with a smile on my face and I wanted readers to have that experience every time they open my book.

Q. So the book is almost like a game?

A. Yes. It’s divided into six chapters, one for each of the four major theme parks, one for Walt Disney World in general, and one for everything else. Each chap begins with 
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multiple-choice questions. They’re followed by the correct answers plus additional fun facts about each subject. The questions cover everything from Walt Disney World history—like how much it cost to build each park—to where you might hear a particular line of dialogue. There are even questions about lost attractions like “Mr. Toad’s Wild Ride” and attractions that were planned but never built.

Q. Sounds like you’d have to be a Walt Disney World expert like yourself to answer the questions?

A. No, not at all. The questions range from easy to difficult. Some can be answered by observant first-time visitors; others are more challenging. My goal is to entertain and inform both the devoted and casual fan.

Q. What about people who’ve never been to Disney World?

A. It’s for them, too. Reading it ahead of time will heighten their anticipation and excitement about going. And once there, you can bring it into the parks and pass the time in line learning more about the attraction you’re waiting for. The book has an index, so it’s easy to find all the questions related to a place or attraction.

Q. Can you give us a sample question?

A. Here’s an easy one: What color are the walkways as you enter the Magic Kingdom? [The choices are grey, white, red, or red, white, and blue.] The answer is red. Walt wanted his guests to feel that Disney was laying down the red carpet for them, as though they were entering a very special movie theater and everything inside was part of the show.

Q. What’s your own favorite fun fact?

A. Hmmm… that’s a tough one. There are so many little details that most people overlook that it’s hard to pick out just one. For example, did you know that there are enough "Mouse Ear" hats sold each year at Walt Disney World to cover the head of every man, woman and child in Pittsburgh? Or how about this: If you were to wash and dry one load of laundry every day for 44 years, you’d only clean as much as the Walt Disney World laundry facilities do in a single day! The Cast Members there wash almost 250,000 pounds of laundry each and every day!


Q. What do you do when you’re not at Walt Disney World?

A. I practiced law actively for about nine years before starting my own computer consulting and web development company. I’m married to a fellow Disney fan, and we live in New Jersey with our baby daughter who, coincidentally, was born on Mickey Mouse’s 75th birthday.

Q. Where can our listeners get a copy of “The Walt Disney World Trivia Book”?

A. You can get an autographed copy at my web site, DisneyWorldTrivia.com. It’s also available at bookstores and online stores like Amazon.

– ### –

