Interview Notes:

	The Walt Disney World Trivia Book, Volume 2:
MORE Secrets, History & Fun Facts Behind the Magic
by Louis A. Mongello
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Ever wonder what makes Walt Disney World such a “magical” place? A place where more than 40 million people vacation every year? And did you ever want to learn about all of the secrets, the history and fun facts about Walt Disney World? Well, so did Lou Mongello, who first visited WDW at age three, just a month after the Magic Kingdom opened, and returned more than sixty more times after! With each visit, he learned all he could about what went on “behind-the scenes” at Walt Disney World, not to spoil the magic, but to enhance it. And after many nights of writing until the wee hours of the morning, he is sharing his love and interest in Walt Disney World with both casual fans and Disney fanatics in a second volume of this fun, fact-filled, question and answer book.

Tell us about yourself:

Well, I never set out to be an “author” per se. I practiced law actively for about 9 years before starting my own computer consulting and web development company. I’m from New Jersey, and am married to a fellow Disney fan, and we have a daughter whose picture is featured on the cover of Volume 2, and a baby son. I have been fascinated by WDW since my first visit at the age of three in November 1971. I’ve visited over sixty times since and have tried to learn everything I can about it. I always wanted to know what was going on “backstage” to find out how all of the magic really happened. The book was truly a “labor of love”, and I hope to enhance others’ enjoyment of Disney, as well as spark an interest in what makes the magic really happen. I find that the more I learn about how Disney creates its wonderful effects and the extraordinary efforts Imagineers and Cast Members go through to make WDW so special, the more magical it becomes for me. I am still amazed at how things work, how my emotions are tapped, and how I always leave WDW with a smile on my face.
What prompted you to write the WDW Trivia Book?

I have loved visiting WDW since I was a child, and over time, I became fascinated at what it must take to make it such a truly magical place. A few years ago I wanted to do something with all the "useless knowledge" I had accumulated, and decided to share what I learned with other WDW fans. After writing literally thousands of questions and descriptive answers, over a year and half period, the first volume of the WDW Trivia Book was the result. That volume was so warmly received by Disney fans the world over, and I had so much fun writing it, that I went on to write Volume 2. I wanted to write books that are fun, yet informative, and will help fans of WDW discover its secrets, history, hidden treasures, and the little details that make everything so wonderful.

What type of book is it?

The WDW Trivia Book is filled with hundreds of multiple-choice trivia questions, with detailed descriptive answers at the end of each chapter. The book is divided into six chapters including questions about WDW in general, the four theme parks, and everything else in between.

Each chapter begins with multiple-choice questions, followed by the correct answers and additional fun facts about the subject. Plus, it’s arranged geographically, so a question about Space Mountain, for example, would be found in the Tomorrowland section. This makes it easy to not only locate certain subjects, but be able to read about certain attractions while you are in WDW waiting on line. There’s everything from WDW history, identifying lines from attractions or songs, to lost attractions like Mr. Toad’s Wild Ride and Horizons, and fun “Did You Knows” throughout the book. I’ve also included an Index, so you can use the book as a reference source by looking for your subject by name. But don’t be disappointed if you don’t find it. While the book contains hundreds of questions about Walt Disney World, WDW has many thousands of nooks and crannies. Two books simply can’t cover them all.
So the book is almost like a game?

Yes. I chose to write it in a question and answer format partially for that reason. Plus, I didn’t want it to be like a textbook that you have to read from beginning to end. Instead, I wanted readers to be able to pick it up anytime, from the plane ride on the way to the parks, to while you’re in line or back at your hotel, or even at home if you wanted a Disney “fix.” But part of the fun of the book is a reader being able to flip to any random page, test their Disney World knowledge, and be delighted with new facts and secrets. They can also use it to quiz others, and learn fascinating secrets about Walt Disney World before, during and after their vacation. Plus, it’s a great supplement to a guide book!

Once at Walt Disney World, the book’s compact, paperback design allows it to be easily kept in a pocket or bag for easy reference throughout the day. Families can quiz one another at breakfast about the park they are going to visit that afternoon. While waiting on long lines for rides, it can be opened to help pass the time or keep impatient children occupied. At night, it can be used back at the hotel as a game for families to test each other on what they saw that day, trying to stump each other with questions. Even after the vacation is over, the book can be opened at any time to learn more about Walt Disney World, reminisce, or quiz the reader, family and friends.

Is this book just for Walt Disney World “experts”?

Absolutely not. The questions range from easy to difficult – while some can be answered by first time visitors to the park, others are more challenging, yet not frustrating, and include secrets and history not found anywhere else to entertain the devoted or casual fan. It is meant to be fun, not frustrating, and I guarantee you’ll learn a lot along the way.

What’s one of the most interesting things in the book?

Hmmm… that’s a tough one. There are so many little details that most people overlook that makes WDW such an incredible place, its hard to pick out just one. While some of the facts are just plain amazing to me (like, did you know that there are enough "Mouse Ear" hats sold each year at Walt Disney World to cover the head of each of every man, woman and child in Pittsburgh?), while others are quite fascinating. For example, did you know that if you were to wash and dry one load of laundry every day for 44 years, you'd clean as much as the WDW Laundry facilities do in a single day? The Cast Members there launder almost 250,000 pounds each and every day!)

Where can people get the book?

You can get a personalized, autographed copy of the book from my web site at DisneyWorldTrivia.com. It is also available directly from my publisher at TheOtherOrlando.com, as well as all major booksellers and online bookstores.
